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FM SECSTATE WASHDCTO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA PRIORITYE.O. 11632: GOSTAGS: PFOR, MASS, ET, USSUBJECT: TALKING POINTS FOR ETHIOPIAFOR AMBASSADOR HUMMELFOLLOWING ARE TALKING POINTS AS APPROVED BY SECRETARY FORYOU TO USE IN YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH ETHIOPIAN OFFICIALS:1. WE VALUE THE LONG AND FRIENDLY TIES WHICH HAVE LINKEDETHIOPIA AND THE UNITED STATES, AND WE WANT TO MAINTAINTHEM.2. WE BELIEVE STRONGLY IN ETHIOPIA'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITYAND ARE WILLING TO CONTINUE TO HELP THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERN-MENT PRESERVE IT.3. DESPITE THE ERITREAN INSURGENCY, WE BELIEVE THAT MANYERITREANS, BECAUSE OF RELIGIOUS, CULTURAL AND HISTORICALAFFINITIES, DO NOT DESIRE TO SEVER THEIR LINKS WITHETHIOPIA ENTIRELY.4. WE ARE WELL AWARE OF THE SPECIAL EFFORTS YOU HAVE MADE



BOTH IN SENDING A HIGH-LEVEL MISSION TO THE ARAB STATES TO
DISCUSS THE ERITREAN PROBLEM WITH THEM AS WELL AS INRESPONDING AFFIRMATIVELY TO THE SUDANESE INITIATIVE.WE ARE ALSO MINDFUL THAT THE ERITREAN ISURGENCE HAVEREFUSED TO SIT DOWN WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EPMGUNLESS THE DISCUSSIONS WERE SOLELY TO NEGOTIATE THEINDEPENDENCE OF ERITREA. WE FULLY AGREE THAT THIS IS ANUNACCEPTABLE PRECONDITION OF ANY TALKS. WE UNDERSTAND ETHIOPIAIS ACTIVELY CONSIDERING THE POSSIBLITIES OFNEGOTIATIONS. WE WELCOME THIS INTEREST. WE BELIEVE ITDESIRABLE THAT ETHIOPIA MAKE EVERY FEASIBLE EFFORT TOGET A NEGOTIATING PROCESS STARTED LOOKING TOWARDS AFEDERAL SOLUTION WHICH WOULD MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OFETHIOPIA.5. WE BELIEVE THAT IF ETHIOPIA TAKES A FORTHCOMINGPOSITION, WE WOULD BE ABLE TO DEFEND OUR CONTINUINGMILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT ISBEING USED TO MAINTAIN THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT'SPOSITION IN ERITREA WHILE NEGOTIATIONS GET UNDERWAY.6. CONTINUATION OF THE U.S. MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AIDRELATIONSHIPS WILL ALSO STRENGTHEN YOUR NEGOTIATING HAND,AND WILL DEMONSTRATE TO THE ERITREAN INSURGENTS THAT THEYSHOULD NEGOTIATE RATHER THAN PRESS FOR A MILITARY VICTORY.7. ON MILITARY SUPPLIES, WE ARE PREPARED TO AGREE TOYOUR PURCHASING NOW UP TO 7 MILLION DOLLARS FOR ARMSRESUPPLY BASED ON MUTUALLY AGREED PRIORITY REQUIREMENTS.(FYI: IN THIS CONNECTION YOU SHOULD DIRECT OIEF MAAG ATAPPROPRIATE TIME TO GET IN TOUCH WITH MOND TO NEGOTIATEA PACKAGE WHICH WILL "MIRACULOUSLY" TURN OUT TO BEDOLLARS 7 MILLION. THIS PACKAGE WOULD BE IN ADDITIONRPT IN ADDITION TO AMMUNITION INCLUDED IN REGULAR MAPPRGRAM REGADING WHICH CHIEF MAAG HAS DETAILS. SEPARATEINSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED TO MAAG BY DOD AFTER YOU HAVEDISCUSSIONS WITH MOND ALONG LINES SUGGESTIONS CONTAINEDCHMAAG MESSAGE 2505502Z FEB. END FYI.)



8. WE ALSO HAVE IN MIND, FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION BETWEEN
THE MAAG AND YOUR OFFICIALS, THE FOLLOWING:
A. THE CONTINUATION OF MAP PROGRAM.B. THS SUPPLY AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE OF AS MUCH ASPOSSIBLE OF THE ITEMS DISCUSSED IN WASHINGTON IN DECEMBERAND JANUARY, I.E., AIRCRAFT, RADAR, VULCANS.C. SINCE WE WILL NEED TO HAVE BETTER INFORMATION FROMYOU ON THE SIZE OF YOUR PRESENT STOCKS OF AMMUNITION,AND WHAT YOUR RECENT EXPENDITURES HAVE BEEN, WE HOPE TODISCUSS THIS INFORMATION WITH MOND SPEEDILY SO THAT THEMOST URGENT ITEMS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM CASH AND SHIPPEDTO YOU QUICKLY9. TO SUMMARZE:-- WE INTEND TO MAINTAIN OUR FRIENDLY TIES.-- WE WILL CONTINUE TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS WE CAN TO YOURREAL NEEDS AND YOUR RECENT REQUESTS.-- FOR THIS REASON WE HAVE MADE SUGGESTIONS ABOUT YOURCONTINUING TO WORK TOWARD NEGOTIATIONS, AND TO BE SEENPUBLICLY AS DOING SO, AND ABOUT CERTAIN STEPS IN THEHUMANITARIAN FIELD, SO THAT OUR SUPPORT FOR YOU CAN BESEEN AS STRENGTHENING YOUR HAND FOR NEGOTIATIONS, RATHERTHATN MERELY TRYING FOR A MILITARY SOLUTION. INGERSOLL
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